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their charters, and during this reign became so
important a body that the whole of the trade
with the Low Countries and Germany came
under their control. The company numbered
over four thousand members, every British
port being represented. Monopolistic trading
privileges were also given to Southampton,
Exeter, and other ports, and there was hardly
a sea in the two hemispheres over which some
British company or corporation did not exercise
or claim exclusive commercial rights. The
world, indeed, was parcelled out into sections
for the accommodation of English trading enter-
prises. But these sea-trading rights were not
obtained without many a fierce contest. In
the polar regions, where the Russia Company
were now engaging in fishing operations, many
disputes occurred with Dutch, French, and
Danes ; until by the joining of the forces of the
Russia Company the English became masters
of the position, and for some years afterwards
the main control of the Greenland fisheries con-
tinued in their hands.

Following up Raleigh's unsuccessful attempt
at empire-extending in Virginia, the London
Company and the Plymouth Company, char-
tered by James I. for colonisation purposes,
made gallant efforts to found settlements in
Virginia and New England. In 1607, nine
thousand persons emigrated to Virginia, and at
a later period considerable numbers went out
to New England; but for a long time difficulty
and disaster dogged the footsteps of the settlers,
and it was not until political and religious
persecution drove forth the Pilgrim Fathers,